{ Deanna Fogstrom }
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/ Could you introduce yourself and tell us how you would describe the
art that you do?
My name is Deanna Fogstrom, I maintain a creative studio practice in
Vancouver, BC, Canada. My subject matter ranges from urban
landscapes to Nordic folk costumes (as they are worn in Canada at
special events). Most of the time I photograph then paint with the
medium of oil or acrylic paint on canvas.

Lands Soul

oil on canvas

No Background
oil on linen

Five Roses

oil on canvas

/ What has your stay in Korpo offered you so far?
My stay here has allowed me to live near the sea, experience great
hospitality, focus on creating new work and meet other artists. I have
especially enjoyed meeting Renja Leino, Director of AARK, and seeing
her art.
/ How important is it for you to meet local people while staying at an
artist residency?
The people of Korpo have offered hospitality and given valuable insight
into life in the skärgård. I have really enjoyed meeting people here.
Contact with locals adds to the enjoyment!

{ Redd Walitzki }
/ Please introduce yourself in a few lines.
My name is Redd Walitzki, I’m an
artist based in the Pacific Northwest
of the United States originally from
Germany. My artwork is exhibited at
Galleries across the US &
Internationally, and often explores
themes connected to nature and
beauty. During my time at AARK I’ve
been working on watercolor paintings
for an upcoming show in New York at
Haven Gallery this autumn.
/ Why is it important for creative people to have access to residencies
around the world like this one in Korpo?
Anything that broadens your experience is so important for creative
people! It pulls you out of your ordinary frame of reference, and
inspires new ideas and new connections. Residencies like AARK allow
you to explore a new area in a way that ordinary travel cannot, since
you are really living in a place and becoming part of it for a time.
/ What is different about Korpo and the Nature of the archipelago
compared to other places you have visited?
Korpo and the surrounding Archipelago Islands are such a special
place! It’s incredible to see how distinct all of the islands are from each
other — each one has its own distinct personality and character.
/ Is it important for deepening your creativity to
dedicate time to it, like during an artist residency?
There is something special about being in a
residency setting, away from the demands of day to
day life, with like-minded other artists all there to
pursue their visions and work. It gives the artwork
room to grow, and a flood of new ideas and
inspirations have grown during my stay here. For
the community this has impact too, the exchange of
ideas makes everyone richer!
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