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A letter from Rochyne Delaney McNulty

E

Why Korpo?

arlier this year I applied to be
artist in residence at AARK. At
the time I wrote the application I was
at a point where I wanted to explore
isolation, and see how lonely quiet
space and time could change and
shape my art, but I think I had also
reached a stage where stress
surrounded me in my day to day and I
had a distant feeling from the people I
needed around me.
The intention of this residency was to
explore isolation as the opposite of
connection. In order to understand
and place myself within that. In the
process sharing my work, learning
from the people and listening to
stories.
I have been on Korpo for just one
month, but I already feel like I belong
here; and that is testament to the
people. Renja and Benku welcoming
me like an old friend. Sabeen Omar,
Guili Grippo and Chris Sheridan
sharing the space at AARK, but also
sharing food and conversation and
time.

Aaron showing unwavering openness and
willingness to form connections. Ida for
making me a special meal. Janne for his
stories. Mia, Maria, Bitte, Rita, Laura,
(and all of the names I have forgotten or
spelt wrong) welcoming and teaching me
in the craft group, and not making fun of
my poor technique. Pia and Frank
sharing tea and socks. Sandra, letting me
lie on her floor. Conversations in the
sauna and the sea and the snow. Sunrises
and stars. Boats and bike rides and big
silences in the presence of people. I realise
as I write these down how lucky I have
been to stumble onto this place at this
point in time. (or indeed any point in
time).

I have been on Korpo for just one month,
but I already feel like I belong here
Korpo, to the outside eye, would seem
to be a lonely place. And many people,
when I told them I was going to
Finland over November gave me a
look that questioned my reasons; the
dark, the cold, the weather, the
isolation, the duration. And I have to
admit; questioned it too. Feeling a
sense of distance and then potentially
distancing myself further seemed
counterintuitive,
but
something
compelled me. The process of
working though things in the quiet,
allowing myself time to take a breath
and then the warmth of the people
here (when I am just a stranger to
them) has been a combination that has
helped me develop more than just my
practice.

Thank you Rochyne!

I have attended a handful of small art
residencies, and visited larger ones in
28
cities. The ones that leave a lasting
impression are the ones where the
community welcomes and genuinely
cares. The nature, slowness and quiet
is just a bonus. Though Finland is
indeed dark and cold at this time of
the year, I think the openness showed
by the residents here on Korpo, along
with the patience and care they share,
really outshines that.
So, why Korpo? It’s a place I
didn’timagine with people I couldn’t
have accounted for, and truly feel
quite lucky to have ended up here for
two months, and will probably return.
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