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I

60 days in Korpo

just returned to the U.S. after
spending 60 days at AARK, and
I’m still processing all that the
experience entailed.

I wasn’t ready for you, Korpo.
I’ve never experienced the type of
welcome you provided. Your charm,
generosity, eagerness to help, and
genuine curiosity in what I do,
quickly changed my perception from
Korpo as an unknown place to one
that felt like a home among friends.
Every day, I was invited to meet
people, tour homes, have dinners, go
to parties, cruise the islands on boats,
and explore the land with company.

Greetings quickly and comfortably
transformed
into
meaningful
conversations that covered a broad
range of topics. There was always a
willingness to give great tips on places
to go, and things to see. The island
itself is enchanting. The small-town
feel, the cottages, the farm stand and
orchard, the ubiquitous ferries, it’s
enough to win over anyone; but the
even more magic presents itself when
you wander into the trees. I spent 35
of my 60 days bundled up in layers
and lugging around camera gear,
exploring the myriad of animal trails,
forgotten paths and roads that wind
throughout the forest all over the

Korpo, you’re an incredible place. It is a special privilege
to have experienced you, and I can’t wait to return.
island. I wandered in the rain, snow,
or sunshine with no other goal than to
observe, and take in whatever the
environment decided to present to me.
One day, it was the light raking across
the moss-covered trees on the way to
the water past Söderstu. Another, it
was listening to the frost slowly melt
in a glade on the western shore of
Retais Träsk. Every day was
tumultuous, quickly changing from
glorious sun, to storm, and wind, and
back again. When the sun was around,
the shadows were long, as it shone
only just above the trees. I had more
than one run-in with moose. I found
burial mounds, long abandoned log
cabins being reclaimed by the forest,
and the remnants of an incredibly old
settlement on the shore, south of
Väsby. And nearly every day, I sat on
the shore behind AARK, facing east
watching the spectacular sunrise, or
the subtle transition to gray on the
mornings thick with clouds. There
was so much beauty and mystery to be
had; if I spent a year there, I don’t
think I could cover it all. Two months
is a tease that has me yearning to
return. Many of you asked “why did
you come at this time of year (Oct and
Nov)?” My answer is, because it was
perfect.

There were also plenty of days spent
creating 21 paintings, all inspired by
my time in Finland. A couple of
paintings reflect Nuuksio National
Park, a few are from a rather
challenging camping trip on Jurmo,
and the rest are from all over Korpo.
In short: Korpo, you’re an incredible
place. It is a special privilege to have
experienced you, and I can’t wait to
return.

Thank you Chris!
your words bring tears
to our eyes...

see you soon
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