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Birds, birds and 
more birds!

I am a visual artist based Turku and I make sculptures from both paper and

wood. Wood inspires me as a material because of its stubborn nature, but

above all because of its beautiful appearance. Woodworking requires

patience, strength and a delicate touch like with a silk glove. Working with

paper sculptures is a slow process, mainly due to the material’s long drying

time. As a material, it is malleable like chewing gum and when dry it’s

durable like wood. I love spending time in nature, wandering in the forests

and watching the birds. All of these are the foundation and the source of my

inspiration in almost everything I do as an artist. In nature time seems to

stop and as everything slows down, attention is drawn to the stunning

details, which are like treasures.

The idea of   being close to the sea during the cold season seemed refreshing

instead of the rhythm of everyday city life. It was clear that on this trip I

would not make sculptures, but would try some other medium that would be

easy and light to carry to the island by bus. I had spun the idea of   publishing

a bird-themed Christmas calendar on my Instagram-account with watercolor
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paint, so I packed the colors into my backpack and brushes, as well as

aquarelle paper. I also packed warm clothes, binoculars, a telescope, a

tripod, a camera, a bird guide book and a camera, meaning my original goal

of traveling light was wishful thinking. 

I entered the AARK residency at the end of November 2021 for a two-week

work period. For two week I admired the sea, sea smoke, the stunning

shades of the sky, frozen rocks, mossy forests and lichen on the branches of

trees. I took long walks in Korppoo, Nauvo and traveled by M/S Baldur to

Nötö island for a day trip. As I walked, I watched the birds, which I saw a lot

of. Eurasian treecreeper, Common mergansers, Goldcrests, Crested tits,

Mute swans, Ravens, Goldfinches and Blue and Great tits etc. I did the finest

bird sighting on a walk on the Mittilandsvägen in Nauvo, when I saw a Ural

owl staring at me from the top of a cutted old tree. 

For me, the time spent in Korppoo and AARK residency was a wonderful mix

of relaxation, brainstorming new art works, painting and bird watching. I got

a lot of inspiration to work with my solo exhibitions themed by birds and

nature in 2022. At the end of the period, I would not have wanted to get on

the bus to travel home to Turku. However, I got a lot of comfort from the

idea that the same bus will also take me back to the lovely island of Korpo. 

White-throated dipper, 2021 Grey-headed woodpecker, 2021

SEE YOU SOON!
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